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  AUGUST 

Dear New Friends in Christ, 

     Jesus said, ñBy their FRUITS, you will be able to recognize themò (Matthew 

7:16). And EACH of you has surely presented Janice and me with some great fruit 

since our arrival at Graham Memorial-not only wonderful vegetables and fruits from 

your fields and gardens (which, in my late grandmotherôs vernacular, have been 

ñplum goodò), but also the gift of love and friendship from your own hearts. Janice 

and I look forward to working, fellowshipping, living, loving, and laughing with you 

as we share lifeôs experiences and build community together down through the years. 

      Let me EMPAHSIZE the ñlovingò and the ñlaughterò part! I LOVE getting up in 

the morning and driving down Washington St. and approaching this wonderful his-

toric church. Each new day here for Janice and me is one of wonder, gratitude, and 

excitement. Iôm reminded at this point of a person in a former church I served who 

had gone through many hard times and who had grown a little negative in spirit. 

ñWell, this isnôt my day,ò sheôd often say. Finally, a close friend of hers came back 

with these words: ñ Well, JUST WHOSE DAY IS IT, THEN?ò These special days 

that we have been given together as individuals and as a church are loving gifts from 

the Lord. I am THANKFUL as each one of them dawns! 

     And the ñlaughterò part? You have blessed us with your gracious humor and good

-natured spirit. These gifts have helped us out so much and have truly lightened the 

way during this time of transition as we wait for our home in Charlotte to sell. (Your 

continued prayers for our real estate closure are certainly appreciated!) Like the Bible 

puts it ñ a merry heart does good like a medicineéò  

     Janice and I have a pastor friend whose personality best shines through -out of the 

pulpit instead of  in it. He said that he was in a restaurant recently with some church 

members. He was laughing, telling his usual litany of jokes, and having a good time 

with everybody. He invited the waitress to church and she took him up on his invita-

tion. The very next Sunday, she came to church! After the service was over, she met 

my pastor friend at the door and he recognized her. He asked her if she liked his 

preaching and she replied, ñIôd rather hear you LAUGH!ò  

     For the supportive love and the light-hearted laughter that you have shared and 

continue to share with us, we give thanks and exclaim with the psalmist: ñTruly, it is 

good to gather with the people of God in joy and harmony!ò 

 

In His Love and Laughter always, 

Larry                   



Page 2 THE GRAHAM QUACKER 

SESSION REPORT 

 
There was not a regular stated meeting of the Session of Graham Memorial in July.  That doesnôt mean we 

havenôt been busy!  Some of our activities have included: 

Helping the Mitchells move into their temporary home in Forrest City 

Hosting a mission group from 4 churches in Illinois as they made their way to New Orleans 

A called meeting to approve the baptism of Sarah Jordan Houseal and to receive in membership Carol Dane-

hower and Janice Mitchell 

 

I have continued to óresearchô interesting facts about the Presbyterian Church in order to answer questions 

about our denomination. 

 

What are the sacraments recognized by the Presbyterian Church? 

 

ñThe Reformed tradition understands Baptism and the Lordôs Supper to be Sacraments, instituted by 

God and commended by Christ. Sacraments are signs of the real presence and power of Christ in the 

Church, symbols of Godôs action. Through the Sacraments, God seals believers in redemption, renews 

their identity as the people of God, and marks them for serviceò (Book of Order, W-1.3033.2). 

 

Why do we baptize infants? 

 

The Bible declares that God claimed humanity as Godôs own ñbefore the foundation of the 

worldò (Ephesians 1:4) 

ñBoth believers and their children are included in Godôs covenant love. Children of believers are to 

be baptized without undue delay, but without undue haste. Baptism, whether administered to those 

who profess their faith or to those presented for Baptism as children, is one and the same Sacrament. 

The Baptism of children witnesses to the truth that Godôs love claims people before they are able to 

respond in faithò (Book of Order, W-2.3008). 

Baptism, therefore, usually occurs during infancy, though a person may be baptized at any age. Par-

ents bring their baby to church, where they publicly declare their desire that he or she be baptized. 

When an infant or child is baptized the church commits itself to nurture the child in faith. When 

adults are baptized they make a public profession of faith. 

 

What is the difference between an Invocation and a Benediction? 

 

An invocation is a prayer asking God's help as part of a religious service. It is the first prayer offered at 

a church service. 

  

Benediction is literally a ñgood word,ò a blessing, spoken to us.   For the benediction it has made more 

sense to open our eyes, lift our heads, and receive the blessing with thankful faces as it is given. 

 

 

I hope you have enjoyed this exercise in learning about our church! 

Nancy 



REMEMBER TO  

PRAY FOR:   
August 1  First, Conway 

                First, Prairie Grove                  

  

August 8  First, Morrilton 

                First, Springdale 
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August 15 Wynne Church, Wynne 
                  First, Berryville  
 
August 22 Faith, Pine Bluff 
                 First, Beebe 
 
August 29 Central, Pine Bluff 
                 First, Little Rock  
 
      

   
     

 

 

                                                       

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

      

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

                            

  

 

 

On July 18, 2010 one of our beloved members passed away, Troy K. Holamon. His service was held in the 

Sanctuary of  Graham Memorial on July 22, 2010 at 11:00 a.m. The service was preformed by Dr. Larry 

Mitchell. Please keep his family in your prayers. 

 

On July 24, 2010 a family memorial service was held in our Sanctuary by Dr. Larry Mitchell for Matthew 

Danehower, beloved son of David Danehower, grandson of Corinne Danehower and nephew to Dodie Dane-

hower. Please keep them in your prayers.      

 

 

 

 

The mission group headed to the New Orleans area, spent the night at Graham 

Memorial on July 10. Larry Lawson, an alumnus of Lyon College, lead the 

group. They stayed in the CAB and were feed a great supper and breakfast on 

Sunday. They were a very pleasant group and everyone enjoyed themselves.  

There were about 55 people, members of 3 different  Presbyterian churchôs in 

northern Illinois. Thanks to Congregational Care who provided the meals and 

did a great job looking after the mission group.  

                    GMPC Hosts Mission Group  
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          SPECIAL          

          DATES 

              IN  

        AUGUST 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
2~Alex Leftwich 

8~Audrey 

Elphingstone 

9~Judy Gorman 

10~Jean Pope 

12~Becky Rauth 

  Jessica Alderson 

21~Ellen  

Alderson 

28~Edwene  

    McCollum 

31~Gayden 

Schwartz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7~Mr. & Mrs.  

John Casbeer 

9~Mr. & Mrs.  

Glenn Patterson 

14~Mr. & Mrs.  

Bill Scheiderer 

24~Mr. & Mrs. 

Steve Cranford 

28~Mr. & Mrs.  

Gordon Griffith  

 

 

AUGUST 2010 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 
Dr. 
Mitchell  
Installa-
tion  Ser-
vice 

16 17 18 19 
School 
Starts 

20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     



 

 

                                   

 

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Isa. 5:1-7; Ps. 80:1-2, 8-19; Heb. 11:29- 

12:2; Luke 12:49-56 
 

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Jer. 1:4-10; Ps. 71:1-6; Heb. 12:18-29  

Luke 13:10-17 

 

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Jer. 2:4-13; Ps.81:1,10-16; Heb13:1-8, 

15-16; Luke 14:1,7-14 
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BIBLE QUIZ 

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Hos. 11:1-11;Ps. 107:1-9, 43; Col. 3:1-

11; Luke 12:13-21 
 

19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Isa. 1:1,10-20; Ps. 50:1-8, 22-23; Heb.  

11:1-3, 8-16; Luke 12:32-40 

    LECTIONARY PASSAGES   

             FOR  AUGUST 

          Peach Salsa  

 
5 md. Sized fresh ripe peaches,  1 1/2 Tbl. of lime juice  

pealed and chopped    1/2 tsp. of dry mustard 
1/2 tsp. minced fresh ginger   1/8 tsp. of salt 

1/4 tsp. green onions    1/8 tsp. of ground white pepper 

1 1/2 tsp. sugar           

 

Position blade in food processor bowl and add 1/4 of chopped peaches and ginger; 

process until smooth. Pour puree into a bowl; Stir in remaining chopped peaches, 

green onions, and remaining ingredients. Cover and chill for 4 hours.  

            Yield: 3 1/3 cups.  
                                

      Judy Gorman tags Janice Mitchell 
 

 

Whatõs a prayer 

labyrinth?  

  More and more churches 

are creating labyrinths for 

church members to en-

hance their spiritual life.  

  A labyrinth is a circui-

tous path that people walk, 

stopping at various sites to 

meditate, reflect on their 

life and find peace, re-

newal and direction for 

living. 

  A labyrinth isnôt a maze 

for fun. Itôs a walkway to 

a center and back out 

again. Pictures of various 

labyrinths are available 

online. 

  To find a labyrinth near 

you, visit 

www.labyrinthsociety.org. 
 

Careful readers of Markôs gospel will discover that the writer favored a certain 

word. It indicates how quickly certain events transpired. The word is found 

four times in the first chapter of Mark and 19 more times in the remaining 15 

chapters (NRSV). Choose the correct word: 

 

A. Momentarily 

B. Instantly 

C. Occasionally 

D. Immediately 

 

Answer: D (Itôs first used in Mark 1:12, NRSV.) 
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Learning timelessness  

 

 We tend to think of our lives in terms of past, present and future. Therefore, we easily 

become time-bound, living under the restrictions of clocks, calendars and seasons. 

 The concern of the truly spiritual person, however, is the ñnowò ð that suspension of 

the flow of hours, days and years. God, who isnôt time-bound, breaks in upon our lives, and we 

sense, however distantly, the eternal. And weôre refreshed, healed and lifted up. 

 The experience of the eternal may happen any time, even amid distraction. But the wit-

ness of the mystics is that it most frequently occurs in the time of quiet abandonment in prayer. 

As we grow spiritually, we become less time-bound and discover that the God of grace isnôt 

limited to the passage of the hours, days and years. 

 

 

Movie -makers, take notice  

 

 Ted Baehr, a Christian who monitors moral content in media, discovered that films con-

taining a strong moral and ethical worldview make more money than films that donôt. On aver-

age, films that reflect Christian faith and values averaged $75.6 million, while those with lower 

standards recouped only $26.9 million. 

 Considering that 76 percent of Americans identify themselves as Christians, movie-

makers would do well to lift up such values as honesty, truthfulness, justice and love of God 

and neighbor. And we would do well to support these efforts. 

 

 

Anger management  

 

 In Wishful Thinking, Frederick Buechner writes, ñOf the Seven Deadly Sins, anger is 

possibly the most fun. To lick your wounds, to smack your lips over grievances long past, to 

roll over your tongue the prospect of bitter confrontations still to come, to savor the last tooth-

some morsel of the pain you are given and the pain you are giving back ð in many ways, it is 

a feast fit for a king. The chief drawback is what you are wolfing down is yourself. The skele-

ton at the feast is you.ò 

 

To pray  

 

 ñTo pray is to seek communion with the very spirit of a holy God. To pray is not primar-

ily to ask for things, but reverently to receive a Presence. To pray is to open our innermost self 

to the royal entry of the eternal Lord. To pray is to expose oneôs secret being to the purifying 

fires of Godôs holy grace and love.ò 

ðJohn Henry Jowett  



 

  

 

  

 


